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July 25th was the Day of prayer for the International Community. Rev. Lonnie Lundy
from Cottage Hill Baptist Church led us in prayer for Internationals here in Mobile
County. The time was concluded by a flag raising outside of the International Ministries
Center.

July 28-30 Mobile was the host city for the State ESL training at College Park Baptist
Church. Then on August 19-20 we were again at College Park Baptist Church for the
Mobile Baptist Associational ESL training. The site leaders were treated to a dinner
along with some updates for each site.

We had 25 in attendance for this equipping time. The new school year begins
September 6 with another new site being added at the Baptist Student Center targeting
research students at USA.
During the training teachers had the opportunity to practice new creative lesson
planning to better meet the needs of the students in the ESL program.

The Laotian Church just celebrated her 5th anniversary. Pastor Noy Paul is finally
seeing his prayers answered as the new building in underway. Please pray that God will
continue to provide the necessary financial support to complete the new sanctuary.

I have spent the last two months gathering data on the number of ships in Mobile ports
and the number of seafarers being ministered to as a result of changes in ship
turnaround times and Homeland Security issues.
January-July 2016:
Average number of ships docked per day:
Average number of ships from which seaman were picked up:
Average number of seafarers picked up for IMC or shopping:
Average number of crew members on ships:

10.8
1.6
11.4
20-30

I have spoken with a number of other port ministries along the Gulf Coast and Atlantic
Coast. They are all dealing with the same issues. In order to be good stewards of time,
talents and finances, it is a must to rethink Seafarers Ministry. Ship turnaround time has
been majorly shortened and with a more difficult visa situation, less seafarers are able
to get off the ships. After much prayer and seeking the counsel of the International
Ministries Committee, we would like to add to what we are already doing by taking small
teams of 2-3 people to the ships to have services onboard. By doing so we can touch
more lives in Exalting Christ, Equipping the Saints, and Evangelizing the lost. This
change would allow the International Ministries to be more effective now and in years to
come. We will need more volunteers to go to the ships and at different times. If we are
able to get on two to three ships per day per team, we will be able to over double the
number of contacts we have been making for some time.

