
Worship During The Pandemic 
 

     If you and I had spoken at the first of the year and I told you there would be armed guards in 

the big box stores would you have been surprised?  If I asked you to guess what they were 

guarding what would you have said?  Televisions, refrigerators, washing machines, clothes 

dryers?  What would you have thought if I told you, “toilet paper??”  What if I had told you we 

could no longer have church?  You would have said, “You are crazy!”  

 

     To say times have changed is an understatement!  As of today we can somewhat see light at 

the end of the tunnel.  The future is still somewhat clouded.  It appears we will still have to do 

church differently at least for the foreseeable future. 

 

     Most pastors have tried several approaches.  Some have been very basic by standing in front 

of a phone and posting it on Facebook. Other churches have employed multiple cameras and 

settings which are livestreamed.  Some record the service, do editing and present it at specific 

times.  Others are doing drive-in services on campus while videoing and showing for those who 

cannot physically be there. 

 

     I have watched over 20 churches in these services described above and am so thankful for the 

technology which enables us to communicate with our people.  Most pastors I have spoken with 

have told me, “This is one of the most difficult things I have ever had to do!  It is hard to stand in 

front of a phone or camera and preach the way we have always done it.  It is not the same!” 

 

     There are several conclusions I have developed as a result of what I have observed and heard:  

 

1. We must continue some means of having church until the restrictions are lifted.  Our 

people need to be able to worship through music and the preaching of The Word! 

 

2. We must be willing to see that it is difficult to duplicate the kind of worship service we 

have in church with an online/video streaming or recorded service.  There are reasons this 

is true:  

 

(A.) Depending on the age group today’s audience in a church service has an average 

attention span of from 8-20 minutes. On 3 different occasions I memorized and 

preached the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus was a pretty good preacher!  Guess how 

long it took me to preach that memorized sermon?  22 minutes!  As good as it is 

anecdotal evidence suggests people will not sit in their living room and listen to 25-

40 minutes of music and then listen to 30-40 minutes of preaching!  If you are doing 

Facebook, check out the number of viewers at the end as compared to the beginning. 

To keep an audience we need to consider streamlining the service. 

 



3. Pastors should consider doing a drive-through service.  Again, there is testimonial 

evidence from pastors who have tried all the ways mentioned above that a drive-through 

service works better.  Here is why: 

 

(A.) People need to gather.  Video and live streaming is a viable substitute for those 

who physically cannot attend and for the situation we are in.  It meets a legitimate 

need.  There is something about the church getting together as commanded in 

Scripture which cannot be duplicated on our computer screen or television. 

(B.)        Drive-through services meet the need to gather.  Congregating in the parking 

lot or sports field is better than gathering with our family at home.  We do not get out 

of our vehicles, but we can sure we blow the horn as an amen when we love a song 

or a point the pastor makes!  

(C.)          Drive-through services do not require expensive technology.  Some are 

doing it successfully with a good sound system turned up where most can hear 

reasonably well. 

(D.)      The more successful drive-through services employ the technology of 

hooking an FM transmitter to the sound system which allows congregants to tune 

into a particular radio setting and listen from the car radio.  One pastor I spoke with 

told how a member tuned in from their house which was a mile away and heard the 

service. 

 

4. Regardless of which type of service you do always extend an invitation.  You never know 

who may be watching nor do you know their spiritual condition.  I equate the invitation 

to football.  Many teams offensively march up and down the field gaining lots of yardage.  

Football games, however, are not won by yardage gained, but by getting into the 

endzone!  No matter how good the sermon is you must get into the spiritual endzone. 

 

5. Any part of worship includes an encouragement to give.  Take a moment at the beginning 

of the service to explain the various options on how your people can give.  Utilize folks 

in the pew to help with this. 

 

     These assessments, suggestions and conclusions are mine based on observations, testimonies 

and personal experience I have had during this time.  They are not to be construed as telling 

anybody what to do.  The option of doing nothing should not be an option!  All of us are praying 

for things to get back to normal.  One thing we can agree on is that we are living in days of a 

“New Normal!”  More so than ever before we must do our best to communicate the Gospel to a 

desperate world.  My prayer is that God will richly bless you as you minister in this “New 

Normal!”   
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