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Metro Mobile Baptist Campus Ministries 
Report to the Mobile Baptist Association for 2018-2019 

 
Gathering through the Gospel 

Growing in the Gospel 
Going with the Gospel 

 

 
Baptist Campus Ministries has been providing evangelistic ministries, discipleship programs, and 
mission’s mobilization opportunities since 1965 on Mobile County college campuses.  This year has 
been a fruitful time of reaching, growing and sending collegians.  With ministries to collegians from the 
University of South Alabama, Bishop State Community College, Spring Hill College and other campuses, 
we are seeing many opportunities to expand His kingdom. Baptist Campus Ministries is living out the 
command to go and make disciples among collegians in Mobile County. 
 
Baptist Campus Ministries exists as a partnership between the Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions and the Mobile Baptist Association.  Baptist Campus Ministries serves as the ministry 
extension of the Mobile Baptist Association’s Churches to the college campuses in Mobile County.  We 
see the college students in Mobile County as our mission field.  We exist to reach, develop and deploy 
collegians on these campuses, to help our Churches reach collegians from our Campuses, and to 
intimately connect collegians with church life within our Associational Churches. We hope to see each 
Mobile Baptist Association Church involved in Collegiate Ministry to the students in their congregation 
and in their community. EACH Mobile Baptist Association Church can be involved in College ministry! 
 

What does partnership missions through BCM look like? 
 

The Mobile Baptist Association provides ministry funding and strategic leadership to reach collegians 
in Mobile. Each Church can reach the collegians within their sphere of influence in partnership with 

BCM. 
 

The Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions provides two Baptist Campus Ministers and a Baptist 
Student Center and its upkeep to reach collegians in Mobile. State Baptists partner to reach collegians 

all over Alabama including Mobile County. 

 
The two State Missionaries assigned to the Mobile Association are Jerrod Brown and Beth Gardner. 
Jerrod has responsibilities at USA and Bishop State Community College and Beth has responsibilities 
with students from USA and Spring Hill College.  Both serve as State Missionaries through the State 
Board of Missions. Thanks be to God for His continued guidance and calling on the lives of those called 
out to reach and minister to collegians. 
 
The Mobile Baptist Association and each of Its Churches are “going with the Gospel” to collegians in 
Mobile County. We are your ministry to collegians and we will remain on the go with the Gospel in 
Mobile County. 
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Growing in the Gospel 
 
BCM tenaciously pursues a process of discipleship in the lives of Christian students. Our goal is to develop 
students as growing disciples and as missionally active disciplemakers. The disciple is a believer who is 
growing in their relationship with God and faithfully giving their life to prayer, the Word and worship. They 
are discovering the life that abides in Christ and bears fruit. Our BCM Disciple Groups include prayer, Bible 

study, Scripture application, Scripture memorization, 
accountability, highly relational community, modeling as a 
disciple and missional elements. We hope that collegians will 
leave college as mature disciples in addition to having a 
college degree. 
 
The disciplemaker is a disciple who is investing in reaching 
and growing other disciples.  The influence of the 
disciplemaker may only reach to one other generation at this 
time. However, the disciplemaker is seeking also to multiply 
disciples through their influence. Disciplemaker Groups 
include prayer, Bible study, Scripture application, Scripture 
memorization, accountability, highly relational community, 
modeling as a disciplemaker and missional elements. The 
focus is on investing in and growing students towards 
reaching the lost and making disciples with an emphasis on 
hands-on training. 
 
Our entire discipleship process emphasizes the key growth 
marker of church commitment. Getting connected to a local 
Church is one of the most important decisions a college 
student will make. BCM wants to see each and every student 
connected in a growing and vibrant relationship with a local 
church. We invest in helping students make that 
commitment from the first days of their freshmen year. BCM 
is so grateful that there are so many strong, Biblical and 
loving Baptist Churches in our community. There are so many 
great faith families where students can put down their roots. 
Our Mobile Baptist Association Churches love collegians and 
invest in them during this formative time in their lives. 
Because of this, we are seeing an increase in the number of 
students who are connecting with local Baptist Churches and 
committing to growing with and serving alongside these 
congregations. 
 
In the past year BCM has discipled approximately 45 students 
through disciple groups, freshmen groups, HD groups and 

personal discipling relationships. We have sought to raise up a generation of students who see college as 
an opportunity for both academic pursuits and kingdom mission. Approximately 18 of those students have 
been developed as disciplemakers in the past year. And approximately 14-18 will be pursuing this course 
of growth in the next year. 
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We believe that we have seen much success in involving students in this discipleship process. Again, we 
are seeing high percentages of students involved with our ministry also plugged in more deeply in 
discipleship relationships. We hope to increase this percentage until 100% of involved students are 
invested in growing as disciples through our ministry. 
 
We have also seen fruitfulness in the outcomes of our discipleship process. Students are rising up as active 
disciplemakers who are sharing their faith and investing in making other disciples. We have freshmen who 
are stepping into more active roles of influence as they have been discipled in small groups. We have 
students who are exploring missions opportunities as they have been mentored in discipleship 
relationships. Students are seeing their campus from a missional mindset as they have walked with others 
on this discipleship journey. These are the fruits we want to see. Every aspect of our ministry is rooted in 
disciple growth- evangelism, leadership, and missions. 

 
 

Voicing the Gospel 
 
Our BCM evangelism efforts begin with seeing every college student in Mobile County as in need of 
hearing and responding to the gospel of Jesus Christ. We begin with raising up Christian students to 
share their faith on campus. Our strategy is dependent on students sharing with students. We believe 
that students are the best evangelists to other students. Our training helps students see their campus as 
a mission field. We hope they will move beyond their closed circle of influence to take the good news to 
the heart of their mission field- the campus.  Students are equipped to share Christ in the midst of daily 
conversations, through intentional appointments, in dorms, at coffee shops, in classrooms and in crisis 
situations.  Students are challenged to develop a personal strategy for sharing Christ- recognizing their 
unique mission field, recognizing their giftedness, and embracing the call of Christ to their world. 
 
This year has seen students trained through ongoing discipleship relationships and through several 
direct training events. We train students weekly through ‘hands on” evangelism experiences on campus 
as well.  In all that we do in developing students as disciples we focus on developing them as 
disciplemakers- disciples who make disciples. In fall 2018 we had 12 students who were trained through 
a seminar entitled “A Simple Plan for Sharing Jesus”. In the spring of 2019 we had 8 students who 
participated in a hands-on “Faith-Sharing Workshop”. In addition to these special emphasis trainings, 
BCM sponsors weekly outreaches on campus through which we consistently train students in having 
gospel conversations. This year we have seen great passion in many students to be verbal about Jesus, 
to share him boldly and clearly. We believe that repeatedly investing in the training of collegians to 
share the gospel has helped fuel this passion. Through these trainings, we have seen students share the 
good news of Jesus Christ with hundreds of students on our local campuses. 
 
Noah Hassler is one of our student leaders that has a passion for bold, intentional evangelism. He has 
led out in out weekly engagements on campus and has helped with our spring training as well. We have 
seen him repeatedly and consistently engage students with the Gospel. He has also modeled investment 
in other Christians as he invites them along to share. This past Spring we have seen several new 
freshmen and some returning upperclassmen be a part of our weekly engagements. We have also seen 
these same students turn the gospel back towards their daily interactions and take what they are 
learning back into their friendships and classroom relationships. 
 
We haven’t simply stopped at training students for evangelism. We mobilize students to help them take 
the good news of Jesus Christ to the campus, the community and the world. We were able to mobilize 
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students consistently to their respective campuses to proclaim the gospel and reach the lost. One way 
we do this is through weekly evangelistic engagements on the USA campus and the BSCC campus. 
Weekly engagements offer students an opportunity to have gospel conversations and point their friends 
to Jesus. Through these efforts, students are able to be mentored in sharing Christ and students are 
hearing the gospel clearly proclaimed for the first time. 
 
We are also mobilizing students to share Christ in the midst of daily conversations, in dorms, coffee 
shops, classrooms and in crisis situations. Much of our training is designed to help students see 
connecting points in their daily lives for sharing Christ. This year we have heard of students sharing 
Christ over coffee, in a small group setting, at the workplace, while visiting a friend, while talking friends 
through hard circumstances, in public places, and in everyday conversations. 
 
One student and her partner had an opportunity to share Jesus and have an extensive gospel 
conversation with three students at one time on the USA campus this past semester who were Muslim, 
Buddhist and Hindu respectively. They had a great conversation and were bold in helping their new 
friends see Jesus and the beauty of the Gospel. 
 
Another student shared with one young lady on the USA campus during an Engagement Project who 
seemed to be very open to the gospel but was just not willing to place her faith in Christ that very day. 
He was able to encourage her to respond and to pray for her before she left and to pursue follow-up 
with her. 
 
We had one freshman young man who plugged in to our freshman small groups. These groups start with 
an emphasis on the gospel, assurance of salvation and identity in Christ. This student was exposed to the 
true gospel, recognized his lostness and responded to the gospel in faith. 
 
Our Church collegiate ministries are also making an impact on collegians in Mobile County. Kevin and 
April Cobb at West Mobile Baptist had Thomas (student from Germany studying at South for the 
semester) over to eat at their house along with a few college students from church.  Noah, a BCM 
student, drove Thomas to their house.  Kevin and April really enjoyed spending time with Thomas.  He 
stayed for over 4 hours at their house, and they were able to share parts of the Gospel with him.  Kevin 
is music and college pastor at West Mobile Baptist Church. 
 
Several of our students have given rides to international students this past school year.   One 
International Student, Paul, has asked for rides to the store and doctor's office. Noah has given Paul a 
ride at least twice and has shared the Gospel and allowed Paul to ask questions.  Paul said he had never 
heard some of what Noah shared--he had his own ideas about Christianity and was open to hearing 
more.  
 
Overall, we have had great success in the increased opportunities to share the gospel. We have seen an 
increase on the USA and the BSCC campuses in students and campus ministers intentionally initiating 
gospel conversations through engagement projects, outreach events and personal contacts. We have a 
significant number (25% - 30%) of our involved students sharing their faith this semester. Our goal is to 
continue to increase that percentage and we have seen it grow over the past two years. I think we have 
seen growth and will continue to see growth by training broadly (as many students as possible, through 
as many delivery systems as possible) and programming intentionally (through daily, weekly and 
semester-long appointments, projects and engagements). Our goal is consistent increase in our gospel 
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proclamation. There we will experience the joy and blessedness of obedience as well as seeing fruit of 
the evangelistic endeavors. 
 
We have also had success in connecting disciple growth with evangelism. We never see evangelism as an 
add-on to the disciple life. The disciple is to be an evangelist- a proclaimer of the good message of Jesus. 
From our first moments in our disciple relationships with students we are pointing to the gospel, the 
good message, and pointing the disciple towards growth in the gospel and sharing the gospel. We are 
seeing freshmen begin with this understanding of the inseparable nature of evangelism and discipleship. 
We will certainly continue that emphasis and nurture in our discipleship relationships. If our goal is to 
increase our percentage of active students sharing Jesus, then we will need to nurture that 
discipleship/evangelism connection with every student we are in relationship with as disciples. 

 
The Gospel for the Nations 

 
Our hope at BCM is to help students grow as disciples and take the gospel to their circles of influence on 
the college campus and to the world. This past year we have seen quite a few students hear God’s call to 
take the gospel to the nations. They had incredible experiences connecting across cultures, ministering 
and meeting needs and boldly proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Kinley Bell is a Sophomore at USA. She shares this about her summer experience: 
 
“This summer, God answered a prayer in a way only He could. My team and I were leading a youth Bible 
study in a village in Mexico where the youth had not been previously engaged. I was concerned that 
none of the youth in the community would attend since this was new to them. When the time came for 
the Bible study to start, not a single youth had arrived. Feeling discouraged, I prayed and asked God for 
four youth, one for each member of my team. I told Him that if He chose not to send any, I would know 
He had a different plan for His kingdom work. But if He did send some, I would joyfully and eagerly 
minister to them. About 30 minutes later, the first youth arrived. And they kept coming until there were 
eight! God answered my prayer two-fold! He blessed that evening and allowed us to make connections 
with the youth that will be followed up by the long-term missionaries there. Only God could have done 
that!” 
 
Zac Gardner, a second year student at Bishop State Community College, served in Gatlinburg, TN: 
 
“This summer provided a place for me to learn more about myself than I thought possible.  It pushed me 
beyond what I thought I could do and accomplish and showed me that what I think I can do is trivial in 
comparison to what God has planned for me to do.  I would encourage anyone who feels called to go and 
serve anywhere they might feel called.   It might seem like too much for you to do, but I promise you that 
you will discover more about yourself and about God thank you can ever imagine “  
 
Broxton Sanders is a sophomore at USA and served with Crossover Birmingham and the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting: 
 
"I am extremely glad that I served this summer. I was able to see the joy that was brought to peoples' 
faces when we came to just spend some time with them and share the Good News of the Gospel. It was 
simply amazing that I could serve in such an under-served community. I was also excited by the 
opportunity to serve as the first point-of-contact for the SBC Convention. It brought me joy to know that 
the Lord was working in every aspect of my service. Overall, I am so glad I served this summer." 
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Chandler McElwain is a Sophomore at USA. He served with Crossover Birmingham and the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting as well: 
 
“Students should serve first and foremost because we have been called to share the Gospel in all places 
and to serve Christ sacrificially. Secondly: when you serve, you meet other believers who are committed 
to Christ and learn in new ways. While in Birmingham, we served with a pastor in an impoverished 
neighborhood. He told us some of the challenges we would face, and helped to equip us to handle these 
challenges. He also was able to teach us things from a whole new perspective we had never been 
exposed to before. He serves daily in a context we are not in: and he understands different things than 
we do. Serving in a context you are not accustomed to allows you to see and serve people that under 
your normal circumstances you would never be exposed to. We are called to minister to all the earth, not 
just the people exactly like us or in our normal context.” 
 
Callie Setser is a student at the University of Mobile. She serves in the Gatlinburg area as well: 
 
“This summer I experienced so many doors opening, as well as doors closing in my life. Now that I have 
had time to reflect on these things, I know only the God of the Universe could have eloquently 
orchestrated each of them. I built relationships with people from all over the country and all over the 
world, each one a child of God, I was able to learn how to love people in several different ways and 
languages. It was encouraging to go to Gatlinburg, TN and meet a Malaysian who was a second 
generation Christian. We became very close friends and he would come worship with us on Sunday 
mornings at the services I helped lead.” 
 
Allen is a junior who served as a part of the spring break Disaster Relief Trip to Panama City, Florida: 
 
"To be able to show these people that they are not forgotten and that there is a church in the community 
that wants to help them recover and grow, or start, an everlasting relationship with Christ makes every 
sore muscle, bruise, and cut worth it."   
 
BCM is working hard to raise up a generation who will boldly proclaim the Gospel the the ends of the 
earth. Collegians are uniquely equipped to reach some of the most unreached places. We will continue 
to raise up collegiate disciples who will make disciples from the nations. 
 

Partnering for the Gospel 
 
Metro Mobile BCM exists as a partnership of Mobile Baptist Association Churches. Thank you for your 
continued support of Baptist Campus Ministries and our cooperative ministry to the collegiate mission 
field here in Mobile County. We are busy about the work that God has called us to on the college 
campuses in Mobile County. We will continue to share the Gospel, make disciples and develop 
disciplemakers. 
  

• We pray that God open doors of conversation in order for the Gospel to be proclaimed. 

• We pray that God would raise up a generation of disciplemakers ho boldly voice the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

• We pray that God would give collegians boldness to venture into the most unreached areas on 
campus and in the world with the Gospel of Christ.  
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Will you pray for us? 
 
Will you pray with us? 
 
Will you pray- asking God to further the proclamation of the gospel by collegians on the college 
campus and to the uttermost parts of the Earth? 
 
Thank you, Mobile Baptist Association! Thank you for your continued support of our ministries to 
collegians here in Mobile County. Your cooperation and partnership is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rev. Jerrod Brown 
Senior Campus Minister 
 
Beth Gardner 
Campus Minister 
 


